


 

 

Mr Chair, 

6. Let me highlight four issues: 

7. Firstly, the Group takes note of the proposal to abolish the use of first-class travel by 
Assistant and Under-Secretaries-General, and looks forward to engaging with the secretariat 
during the upcoming informal consultations to seek clarifications and more information in 
this regard. 

8. Secondly, the Group reiterates its concern with the low compliance rate with the 
advance purchase policy directive. We share the view of the Advisory Committee that the 
Secretariat should be encouraged to make stronger efforts in this regard. 

9. Thirdly, the Group notes the challenges raised by the Secretariat on applying the 
current travel policy, but notes that no concrete proposal has been made in this regard. We 
will request further information during the informal consultations, but note that decisions 
which have a far-reaching impact on staff and the Organisation should be based on a solid 
business case. 

10. Lastly, the Group notes the declining acceptance of the lump-sum option from 93% to 
around 74% since the implementation of the interim measure, and looks forward to our 
upcoming consultations to seek clarifications regarding the impact of this proposal.   

Mr Chair, 

11.  


